


ith apartrment living on

the rise, you would expect

relaxing green landscapes

to be a thing of the past in
urban environments. Mot so. This inner-Sydney
balcony proves you can have a lush garden no
matter where you live. The homeowners’ brief
to OUTHOUSE design’s principal designer
Steve Warner and senior landscape architect

Katrine Mardini was to convert their unused,
exposed balcony into a place of shelter —

somewhere they could relax and entertain

“With inner-city living on the increase,

15 pressure 1o maximise every square inch,”
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says Steve. "Also, this amazing balcony s

unigue that not taking advantage of itwould
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The striking sculptural pergola was custom-

designed by PO Box Design to envelop the

louvered rocf section and cover the expansive
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entertaining space. Built using lightweight

powder-coated aluminium,the colour of the

pergola was chosen to match the apartment
building. “This was a major factor in the design

aswe wanted to complement th

xisting

development and create a flow from the upper

balcony to the lower garden,” says Steve. “Also,

ixed onto the

as nothing could be
existing tiled floor, the pergola was used as the
key connecting point to the main building.”

Praviously, the far end of the balcony had
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covered in white pebbles, making the
spate unusable and difficult to mantain. The

with timber decking,
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be dismantled into sections so they woulg
the elevator and then be reassembled on the
balcony. The structural engineer also imposed
weight-loading restrictions, which the team

TV,

dealt with by favouring lig =gt alurninium

for key elerments, rgola and

planters, To ensure minimu pact on the
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es and mar wrability, the
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“All key garden beds, including the main one

that wraps around the seating area, were raised

from the ground using commercial rubber feet
to allow for drainage and flow of excess water
into the existing drainage points,” adds Katrine
For sustainability and reduced maintenance,
all plants are drought-tolerant and happily rely
on natural rainfall alone. Of the plants, Steve
says, A clean planting palette was created to

delnver strong, bold archi ural contrast to the

striking overhead structure and privacy screen
at the side.” Among the plants chosen are
Rhaphiolepis indica 'Oriental Pearl’, Dichondro

ofdes

The upshot is a welcoming and sheltered

al balcony gard

ers can relax and
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Of innovative design, this visually
arresting, contemporary urban garden is
a testament to construction excellence




SIMON MUNN
Feunder and Director,
Urban Garden Enrichment

aving bought this inner-Sydney
home, after downsizing from
amuch larger property, the
owners had a clear vision for
their new outdoor space. [t was to be easy
to maintain, so the existing pool area had to
be repurposed, and it needed to be modern
andwvisually interesting, providing the idea
showcase for their exclusive art collection
The brief didn’t end there, however,
says Steve Warner from OUTHOUSE
design, "They also wanted an open aspect
entertaining area at the rear of the house
which would be protected from the sun, an
intimate enterta r'|'1t_; aregw th [Z-rl".'H(Z\_\.-' "ra'.r"
'.'r're ni—:l-:_;w:)nk.r';._a".d.'-: Sense .'}[(Z-:J"'f'l’:“(:l an
between the garden and the studio abowve
the garage,” he explains
Urban Garden Enrichrment was the
company charged with building the new
garden, and Simaon Munn and his tearm s

about transforming the space, The first task
was to remove the pool and stabilise the
area, a complex task when the only access to
the site was via a door to the garage

The garden was divided into two zones
The first is the inviting entertaining and
dining area. Here, Urban Garden Enrichment
installed a customised concrete bench for

the barbecue and bar fridge, a built-in seat,
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garden beds and a pergola with a louvred
Wergola roof. The area was paved in 800mm
x 400mm Andorra limestone tiles, which

were also used for the "floating” steps that
ead down to the next level

The second space, its design inspired
by a 1970s-style sunken lounge, is a place

for cosy gatherings and because it is low-
set, allows a clear view from the house to

the main sculpture which claims pride of
place at the rear of the garden. Spotted

gum decking boards were used to build the
sunken lounge and deck area, its warm tones

complementing the lush green planting

Ceonsiderable technical expertise went

nto the construction of this garden. “To
begin with,” says Simon, "the ariginal pool
structure, which was not square, filled the
majority of the backyard area so it was
rmportant to try to retain as much of the

existing pool support structure as possible.

Other major parts of the job included the
adjustment of the le 1the back area to
allow for paving, garden beds and the sunken

lounge deck area, building structurally sound
support in the pool area to allow for the
concrete base, and the installation of new
retaining walls in the pool area.”

The creation of the steps connecting
the spaces was another impressive
construction feat. "To do this we core
drilled multiple holes into the retaiming
walls we built for the garden beds. We
installed heavy-duty galvarised angle bars
into the holes spanning across to the other
holes and concreted the bars in place, The
contral joints were left unfilled and clean
to create a sense of suspension, Mext, we
glued the tiles on top of the bars with a gap
between the tile and the wall to allow for

slight movement on the steps, This evoked

a sense of floating down the steps towards
the sunken lounge,”

Throughout the garden, the cwners’
collection of beautiful art was installed,
including a vertical garden wall and various
sculptures, The sculptured feature piece
at the end of the garden, installed on a
concrete base for stability, sets the tone
for the garden and can be admired from all

outdoor aspects, as well as from the home.

Although distinct, the two spaces feel
unified due to the use of the same large-
format paving throughout and the single-
species (Syzygium oustrale) boundary
planting. For a low hedge around the sunken
cunge, there s Viburnum tinus, while
elsewhere you fill find Rhaphiclepis indica
‘Ciriental Pearl’, Malus atrosanguineo (used
as a feature tree) and Ajugo reptans and
Dichonc

1argen teq Qroun doovers

rithe 2018 LNA Master Landscapers
ape Excellence Awards,

.-':‘\.Ei‘_i-:_,'l(_; ation Land
this project won Gold for Urban Garden

En' chrment inthe R":‘"—i dential Cr_*.n'-;lru-:;llc)"
575,000 to $150,000 category, as well as the
prestigious title of Husgvarna Residentia

Landscape Construction of the Year Award

PROJECT DETAILS

Landscape construction
URBAN GARDEN ENRICHMENT PTY LTD
Address Annandale, N3W
Emall simon urbangarden@gmail com
Website urban-garden.com.au
Instagram @urbangardenenrichment
Phatography by Katrine Mardini & Peter Brennan
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